
The Dangerous Prayer 

 

You may be wondering how the Del Padres came to Hope Christian Academy.  Here is the 

condensed version:  We rejoice in knowing without a shadow of a doubt that the LORD 

specifically called us here.  On May 7, 2015, we were on our way to a city-wide National Day of 

Prayer service in Mission Viejo, California.  As we approached the resounding praise music - open 

air - venue on a world cup soccer field, our hearts were racing in anticipation of what God was 

about to accomplish in our city...62 churches were represented!  David had just returned from a 

field trip with JH students to Washington, D.C. four days earlier.  We finally had time to 

connect.  Lori shared that while David was away, she had had a very positive interview with a 

local Christian school.  Lori asked the simple question, “What should we pray for tonight?”  We 

each shared how we felt God was prompting us to prepare for change.  We prayed a dangerous 

prayer…i.e. we prayed fervently according to God’s will that evening, “LORD, where in the world 

would you have us serve?”   

 

We continued to pray through God’s Word: “Help us to Trust in You, Lord… You know the plans 

You have for us… Help us not to be anxious…” We began posting our resumes online through 

Association of Christian Schools International, ACSI.  We experienced God working very quickly 

to test our willingness to go “wherever.”    He opened a door in both South Korea and Vienna, 

Austria within the first few days of sending resumes.  At the time, we were hosting a 14 year 

old Korean boy for the year, so we thought, “Perhaps God is preparing us for Korea.”    Lori was 

doing a serious happy dance with the possibility of Vienna—her dream vacation location.  

However, both of these doors closed.  We looked into a position in Brazil and in Montana, but 

the LORD did not move us toward those places at all.  Meanwhile, we applied in Pennsylvania, 

Colorado, North Dakota, and Northern California, all of which God opened doors.  We asked our 

two adult children how they felt about us possibly moving.  They were open to it.  We knew they 

were watching to see if we would be obedient.  During this time, we had our faithful small group 

Bible study friends of 10 years praying for our discernment.  We asked the LORD for wisdom 

knowing He would give it generously. (James 1)   We met with each couple from our Bible 

study…each counseled and shared wisdom with us.     

 

We were asking the LORD for His timing…for confirmation.  After all, THIS WAS HUGE!!!  We 

had raised our family in Mission Viejo.  Our children attended Mission Viejo Christian School 

from preschool through 8th grade.  Three quarters of our married life were spent experiencing 

life with the staff of MVCS.  We had gone through countless trials and celebrations together!  

We taught at MVCS many years--18 years for David and 16 and a half years for Lori.   

 

Our desire was to be obedient to “wherever” God was leading.  Thoughts would run through our 

minds:  Lori’s mom and sister are tight knit and only 45 minutes away…we have great neighbors, 

a church family of 18 years, brothers and sisters in Christ...extended family nearby, our 

community theatre, Lori’s tap buddies, the YMCA...the beach, the sunsets, the mostly -72 

degree- year round- perfect weather.    We were content…comfortable.  Oh, and what about all 



our STUFF?  Too much…We were keeping an open door at MVCS as we tried to discern God’s 

timing.  We prayed: “Where You go, we go, where You stay we stay.” 

 “Trust in the LORD with all of your heart, lean NOT on your own understanding…,” Prov. 

3:5,6  “I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you HOPE and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11.  “My HOPE is in You all day 

long” Ps 25:5.  After numerous late nights spent completing multiple page applications plus 

Skype interviews and phone interviews with U.S. schools, it became apparent that North Dakota 

and Northern California were the top contenders.  Honestly, moving to a cold climate seemed 

like a good reason to eliminate ND from our list, whereas, Northern California seemed “doable.”  

Then, in the stillness, we heard God loud and clear, “I thought you prayed, ‘wherever.’”   

Humbled, we continued to pray…”LORD, we want what You want… help us to be obedient, to 

trust You and not lean on our own understanding.” 

 When we SKYPE interviewed with HOPE Christian Academy, we noted the following:  The 

administration team was young, and we were not.  We were also interviewing them (little did 

they know) and asked, “If you could describe HCA in one word, what would it be?”  In unison, 

they quickly replied, “GROWING.”  We were thankful that they made an effort to come back to 

HCA after hours to accommodate our schedule and time difference to interview us.  The 

following morning we each had three emails awaiting us -- from Mr. Bradley, Mrs. Williams, and 

Mr. Kolar.  The personal emails made a big impression on us.   Later in the week, Mr. Bradley 

Skyped us from his home, so his wife could explain to Lori how she had adjusted to the cold 

weather.  We were touched that the people seemed so personable.   

 

One month after our dangerous prayer, we were nearing the end of our school year at MVCS.  

MVCS, HCA, and the school in N. CA had all offered us contracts.  We knew we needed to tell 

two schools, “no” and one school, “yes,” before our school year ended on June 18th.  Our desire 

was to honor the LORD with our obedience and to honor the administrators with a timely 

answer.  God is faithful and His timing is always right. 

 This is where it gets really exciting: June 13, Friday night, we providentially bump into a 

young couple, Tyler and his wife Kellie.  Tyler was a former JH math teacher from MVCS.  Lori 

and Tyler’s grandpas were best friends and missionaries who were locked up in Cuba for sharing 

the gospel…(that’s another story).  Lori sensed the Holy Spirit speaking “The LORD is faithful 

through all generations.”  We end up counseling each other and praying for each other while 

sitting in a Starbucks for two hours.  Saturday the 14th, was Bible study with our Small Group.  

We were studying John 1.  The commentary pointed out that believers will find HOPE in being 

faithful to God’s call.  It also referenced the GROWth of believers in God’s word.  Sunday the 

15th, as church service began, the title of the message appeared on the screen: “HOPE for 

Mature Believers.” As we studied 1 John that morning the pastor said that as mature believers 

we must continue to GROW by going and by pouring into the younger believers.  The exciting 

part is that we expected God to lead us, to show us… and HE did!  We were glowing!  We had 

heard loud and clear!  Confirmation!  “Thank you LORD!”  The message of to us during those 

three days was GO to HOPE Christian Academy and work as mature Christian teachers to 

mentor and assist a GROWing school and staff.  We were excited that God was in control.  We 

knew He was in all of this!   



 

We were blessed to be able to share how God was at work with our friends at MVCS.  They 

rallied around us in and prayer for us and the people of HCA.  “Parting [was] such sweet sorrow.”  

-Shakespere    We have been able to Acknowledge Him (Proverbs 3: 5-6) with countless family, 

friends, and others.  

 

God chose to display His confirmation by doing “little things” such as selling our condo for full 

asking price the day before it was listed regardless of how  sales were slowing down; AND  

finding roommates and apartments for our two adult children and “wow-ing” them with 

excitement; AND allowing us to purchase a new vehicle for snow weather; AND redirecting our 

25th anniversary plans to having a fun-filled road trip through, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, 

and South Dakota;   AND providing us with a beautiful home complete with apple tree, Lori’s 

favorite place setting in the cabinets, and star of Bethlehem etched in the driveway.  Our home 

is located in a great neighborhood walking distance from HCA; AND new brothers and sisters in 

Christ to serve alongside in a beautiful new building; AND most importantly, God has given us 

specific students to teach according to a Biblical Worldview.      

 

We are still in the process of church searching…awaiting confirmation of where God would have 

us serve and fellowship.  We are confident He will answer.   

 

God is showing two Southern Californians that the best part of North Dakota is the genuinely 

kind, loving, warm-hearted, and hospitable people.  We are in awe of the blue skies, the puffy 

white clouds, the wild wind, the unending fields of sunflowers, and the soon to be winter 

wonderland. We are pleased to call HOPE Christian Academy in Dickinson, ND our home for as 

long as the Lord would have us to serve in this community.  We are overwhelmed by His 

goodness and love! We look forward to getting to know you.  

 

Blessings to you all, 

Lori and David Del Padre  


