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 Christmas  Program  
        December 15 
 

 Bake Day  
        March 16  
 

 Grandparent’s Day & 
Spring Banquet  

        April 28 
 

 High School  
       Graduation 
        June 4 

Greetings from Hope Christian Academy! 
 
Our school year is off to a great start.  It has been a wonderful experience for our 
students to be able to utilize all the space in the new building.  We are excited to 
have our entire student body under one roof once again.  God is good, and we 
thank you for being part of this amazing adventure.   
 
This year we begin a new adventure together 
as a school in which we seek to grow as our 
motto displays: 

 

 H Honor Christ our Savior   

 O Offer opportunities to grow in faith 

 P Pursue Godly character 

 E Excel in academics 
 
Numbers 14:7b-9 (ESV) 
 7b“The land, which we passed through to spy 
it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the 
Lord delights in us, He will bring us into 
this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 
9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear the people of the land, for 
they are bread for us. Their  
protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.” 
 
We all know the story of the twelve who spied on the promised land for God’s 
people and were told to report what they saw.  You might have even heard the 
song sung about this Old Testament story,  “twelve men went to spy on Canaan, 
ten were bad; two were good…”  
 
The truth is, all the spies saw the same thing, a land overflowing with milk and 
honey and a wonderfully good land.  They all even saw the giants and obstacles 
blocking the entrance to the land. The worldview of the ten spies caused them to 
see the obstacles with fear and doubt, while the worldview of the other two spies, 
Joshua and Caleb, allowed them to see the obstacles as small in comparison to 
their Almighty God. 
 
Joshua and Caleb shared a worldview that is an example for our students at 
Hope Christian Academy, and it will be our spiritual emphasis for this year.  As 
members of God’s kingdom who will need to be leaders in this generation, we 
need to develop a worldview that will allow us to trust and obey rather than to be 
afraid and complacent.  
 
I thank you for taking time to read our newsletter and for being a part of the 
HCA family to make Hope happen! 

More than Conquerors in Christ 
By Shane Bradley, Administrator  
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Fifth Grade Teacher Begins This Fall  
My name is Sandra Bernhardt, and I am the new fifth grade teacher here at Hope Christian Academy.  My 
husband Chris and I farm north of Taylor, N.D.  Chris and I have three children: Elizabeth, Jonathan, and 
Courtney.  Elizabeth and Jonathan both attend HCA.  Courtney graduated last year from HCA  and currently 
attends Dickinson State University. 

  
I believe God has led me to this next chapter in life.  I am blessed to be able to continue to be God’s disciple 
and to help do His work here at HCA.  One of the verses that is dear to my heart is Proverbs 22:6 which 
states, “Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 
 
My favorite part of teaching is definitely my students.  I love 
seeing each of them grow spiritually and academically on a daily 
basis and blossom into caring, loving, children of God!   It is 
great to be able to have the opportunity to teach from God’s 
Word each and every day.  

 
Over any subject learned in the classroom, my hope is for my 
students to take away spiritual growth and knowledge about the 
Lord.  I pray they would desire to bring glory to Him on a daily 
basis through all that they do!  
 
One of my greatest joys is serving the Kingdom as a mom, wife, 
farmer, and now teacher. When I have spare time, I love to 
read, have a cup or two of “teacher juice” (coffee), and spend 
time with my family.  I look forward to seeing what the Lord 
will do this year in the lives of the students and staff at HCA.  

 

 

Science Teacher Passionate About Learning 
My name is Austin Dvirnak. I grew up on a ranch in the Killdeer 
Mountains.  I have an older sister who now lives on the family ranch, 
and I have a brother who is in the Air Force and is currently 
stationed in Las Vegas.  I graduated from Dickinson State  
University last May with a B.S. in Composite Science Education. 
 
I have been happily married for over 4 years to my wife, Natalie.  
Natalie works as a nurse at CHI St. Alexius Hospital.  We have two 
girls:  Olivia who is 2 ½ years old and Elaina who is 6 months old.  I 
have run several half-marathons, but now I simply don’t have the 
time to train for such events.  I mostly enjoy gathering with my 
friends to play a wide variety of board/card/strategy games.  For 
most of my life, I have always had a deep passion for learning.  I will 
probably always consider myself to be a student.   
 
Anyone who spends enough time around me will tell you that I am 
most passionate about the Bible and science.  It wasn’t until halfway 
through my college career that I felt that God laid it on my heart to 
become a teacher.  As much as I love to learn about the world God has made, I equally love to share how God 
precisely and beautifully designed our world.  The main aspect that drew me to become a teacher at Hope 
Christian Academy was the fact that I would have the unrestricted freedom to teach about both God and  
science simultaneously.  I believe that science outside the scope of the Bible does not paint a full picture of 
the world in which we live.  I have been really enjoying my first year as a teacher here at Hope Christian  
Academy!  
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HCA Welcomes New P.E. Teacher 
I’m Mike Montgomery and am originally from a suburb of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania called Willow Grove.  I attended Eastern University and 
majored in youth ministry with minors in Biblical studies and  
theological studies.  It was at Eastern University where I met my wife 
Emily who majored in early childhood education.  In the middle of my 
college career I took two years off to join the United States Marine 
Corps.  I am currently a military police officer in the USMC and am in 
the Individual Ready Reserve awaiting my final discharge from the  
service.   
 
My wife and I have two dogs that are the funniest and cutest dogs I have 
ever seen: Chloe who is a Cavapoo (King Charles Cavalier and Poodle 
Mix) and Leo who is a Morkie (Maltese and Yorkie mix).  Although they mess up the house and sometimes 
wake us up early, we love them and find they bring us joy when we need it the most.   
 
I worked for eight years in multiple churches and church denominations in youth ministry, college ministry, 
and music ministry.  In November 2015, I was looking for another job when I was contacted by Evangelical 
Bible Church.  I accepted the position and moved to Dickinson to be the youth director and music director at 
EBC.  I was asked in the summer of 2016 to consider being the physical education teacher at Hope Christian 
Academy.  I have always wanted to teach a P.E. class and have a lot of experience in sports from high school 
and college practices and classes.  Dickinson High School approached me at that same time to be the assistant 
coach for the Girls Swimming and Diving Team, and I am currently their diving coach.   
 
I have always been someone who loves to keep busy, but more importantly than keeping busy, I love to be 
able to influence young minds.  My jobs allow me opportunities to speak truth into these kids’ hearts and to 
be an example of Christ to them.  I am blessed to be here in Dickinson working for EBC, HCA, and DHS. 
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HCA Pumpkins in the Patch 

First Place – Fore Left 

Second Place – Dr. Dahl,  
Family Dental Clinic 

Last Place — “Winners”  
Old Guys 



HCA Finalizes School Mascot 
After 35 years of being without a mascot, a group of individuals formed a committee to help  
organize a process to adopt one.  We believed that adding a mascot to the school would help give our 
school a “name” and an identifier in the community.  We also believed it would increase school pride 
and be fun for the students.  It is our hope that the mascot will be an outward expression of who we 
are in Christ.  
 
The process began with a survey being distributed to parents, students and alumni.  Next, the school 
board approved the suggested ideas.  Our students, staff, parents, and alumni then voted on the two  
favored options: Lions or Royals.  After the ballots were counted, the mascot choice was revealed 
during our “Glow in the Dark Week.”  The choice for the HCA school mascot was Royals. 
 
Now that a mascot has been selected, the next phase will be deciding upon a design.  We are  
welcoming any original drawings and graphic design submissions.  If you are interested in  
submitting an original design idea, please email your submission to hcamascot@gmail.com or mail it 
to Hope Christian Academy at 2891 Fifth Avenue West, Dickinson, ND 58601.  We would like to 
have your submissions by January 1, 2017. 
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2016 Fall Fundraising  
 
For 35 years, the Lord has faithfully provided 
for Hope Christian Academy.  He continues to 
show His faithfulness with the success of each 
of our fall fundraisers. 
 
Our third annual “Pumpkins in the Patch”  
expanded to host vendors this year.  Despite 
the forecast of rain, the Lord opened up a  
window of sunshine, and we were able to enjoy 
a great day. 
 
We offer our thanks to every one of you who 
has supported Hope Christian Academy either  
monetarily or prayerfully.   
 

For from His fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace.  

John 1:16 

2016-17 Event Goal Results 

Jog-A-Thon $40,000 $47,844 

Golf Scramble $30,000 $28,054 

Pumpkin Patch $18,000 $20,334 

Bake Day #1 $7,700 $10,500 

Bake Day #2 $7,500 TBD 

Spring Banquet $37,000 TBD 

Hope’s Herd $6,000 $787 

Fundraising  
Total  

$146,200 $107,519 

 
“But you are a  
chosen people,  

a ROYAL priesthood,  
a holy nation,  
God’s special  
possession,  

that you may  
declare the praises  
of Him who called  

you out of  
darkness into  

His wonderful light.” 
 

1 Peter 2:9  
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Upcoming Christmas Program: “Sheep in Heavenly Peace” 
It’s a zoo out there!  Due to the census, Bethlehem is bursting at the seams and the stables are 
out of control!  Bethlehem’s top temp agency calls upon an eager, but often-inept family of 
workers to answer the call as “temporary staff” for a young couple.  What they expect to be an 
“unglamorous” assignment ends up putting them face-to-face with the Good Shepherd—
Jesus!  
 
Join us at 7 p.m. Thursday, December 15  to celebrate the reason for the season!  

Support HCA Through AmazonSmile 
AmazonSmile is a simple and easy way to support Hope Christian Academy every time you shop with  
Amazon, at no cost to you!  When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you will find the same selection and deals 
you would at Amazon.com, with an added bonus – Amazon will donate a portion of your purchase price to 
Hope Christian Academy! 
 
To shop at AmazonSmile, visit smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device.  
Log-in to your existing Amazon.com account or create a new one.  Once logged-
in, remember to select HCA in Dickinson, ND as your charity of choice, and you 
are ready to shop. 

HCA Junior & Senior Students Plan Mission Trip to Mexico 
This May, our junior and senior students are planning to go to Mexico for a mission trip. 
While they are in Mexico, they will evangelize in the cities and on the beach, as well as 
complete community service hours at two different orphanages.  The students will visit 
the cities of Leon, Guadalajara, Tlaquepaque, and Guanajuato.  We are excited to be an 
instrument of the Lord’s work in Mexico.  During the year, our students will be having 
various fundraisers to provide support for their trip.  Some of the fundraisers they will 
have include brat sales, Pizza Ranch nights, and a taco bar supper before the HCA 
Christmas program on Thursday, December 15.  
 
To purchase tickets or for more information about the supper, contact the HCA office at 701.225.3919. 

Junior High & High School Teachers for all Core Subjects 
Our junior high and high schools continue to grow with 21 junior high school students, 12 high school  
students, and a graduating class of 4 seniors this year.  The beginning of the 2016-2017 school year has been 
one of excitement and thanksgiving.  We are finally settled into the second and final floor of our newly  
completed addition.  All of our junior high and high school classrooms are housed on the second level, with 
the exceptions of the computer lab and the industrial kitchen which is used for consumer science. 
 
Our science room is complete with a full lab, emergency eye wash station, and state-of-the–art interactive 
Promethean board.  It is a blessing to have the material resources needed to best educate our students.  
 
For the first time last year, we were able to send a group of junior high and high school students to  
Washington, D.C. to learn more about the foundation of our great nation.  This was a great learning  
experience, and we were blessed to take the tour with a Christian touring company. 
 
Far over material resources, we praise God for the provision of our instructors who are dedicated to teaching 
our students the core subjects through a Biblical worldview perspective.  Mr. Cain Kolar has entered his third 
year teaching math.  Miss Georgia Rustad has entered her third year teaching English.  Mr. David Del Padre 
has entered his second year teaching social studies at HCA.   We welcomed Mr. Austin Dvirnak for his first 
year this fall to teach our science courses.  Once again, God has proven faithful to our school. 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/45-0372825
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When Jesus spoke  

again to the people,  

He said,  

“I am the light of the world.  

Whoever follows Me  

will never walk in darkness,  

but will have  

the light of life.”  

John 8:12 
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Spirit Week Days 
 

‘Merica Monday 
 

Throwback Tuesday 
 

Wild Wednesday 
 

Team Thursday 
 

Fanatical Blue Friday 
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      99% student participation Preschool to Grade 12  

Fun Facts about Jog-A-Thon 2016 

1892.89 laps completed for a total of 473.2 miles 

 18 students ran 5 or more miles. 

Most laps run by a student was 32.5 for 8.125 miles. 

2nd grade students ran the most laps at 257.8 which was 64.45 miles. 

 Every student in grades 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11 raised $100 or more in pledges.

52 students (42%) met or exceeded the individual goal of raising $320. 

29 families (40%)  
met or exceeded the family goal  

of raising $548. 

$7,934.53 was the most raised by a class.

$1,902.54 
was the 

 most raised  
by an individual. 

The girls raised more dollars than the boys. 

The goal of $40,000 reached  
AND surpassed ! 

90  
was the 

 most pledges  
received 

by an individual. 



Visit our website at www.hcadickinson.org 

2891 5th Avenue West, Dickinson, North Dakota 58601 

Phone: 701.225.3919 

Email: hope@hcadickinson.org 

      Member since 1982 

Hope Christian Academy admits 
students of any race, color, 

national and ethnic origin to all 
the rights, privileges,  

programs and activities  
generally accorded or made 
available to students at the 

school. It does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, 
national and ethnic origin in 

administration of its  
educational policies,  

admissions policies or  
scholarship. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

____New Building Amenities - for  

furniture, playground equipment and lab  

supplies for the new building. 

____Tuition Aid – provides assistance to         

families who cannot afford full tuition 

____General Support – funds are used         

where most needed 

____Estate Planning - Contact me about how to 

include HCA in my estate planning 

____Hope’s Herd – funds to purchase cattle 

or provide a home for a cow 

____Technology – funds to purchase interactive  

boards for new classrooms 

Send to: 

Hope Christian Academy 

2891 Fifth Avenue West 

Dickinson, ND  58601 

I would like to contribute to Hope Christian Academy in the following areas: 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:_____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________ 

HCA is dependent on financial gifts in order to fulfill their vision of an education 

that equips youth for a life of Christian service and leadership. 

*Donations to HCA are tax deductible. 

*HCA is a tax exempt organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 


